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H 1486. 2

HOUSE BI LL 2044

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Hunter, O Brien, Tom Linville, Jarrett, Gant and
Mor r el

Read first tinme 02/15/2005. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to the equitable enforcenment of traffic |aws;
amendi ng RCW 46. 64. 010; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature that |aw
enforcenent apply the traffic laws to all notorists equitably w thout
preferential treatnent as to a person's career, stature, or politica
affiliation. It is also the intent of the legislature to not apply
Article Il, section 16 of the state Constitution, which exenpts nenbers
of the legislature frombeing subject to any civil process during the
| egislative session, to traffic infractions.

Sec. 2. RCW46.64.010 and 2004 c 43 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Every traffic enforcenent agency in this state shall provide in
appropriate formtraffic citations containing notices to appear which
shall be issued in books with citations in quadruplicate and neeting
the requirenments of this section, or issued by an electronic device
capable of producing a printed copy and electronic copies of the
citations. The chief admnistrative officer of every such traffic
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enf orcenment agency shall be responsible for the issuance of such books
or electronic devices and shall maintain a record of every such book
and each citation contained therein and every such el ectronic device
issued to individual nenbers of the traffic enforcenent agency and
shall require and retain a receipt for every book and el ectronic device
SO0 issued.

(2) Every traffic enforcenment officer upon issuing a traffic
citation to an alleged violator of any provision of the notor vehicle
laws of this state or of any traffic ordinance of any city or town
shal | deposit the original or a printed or electronic copy of such
traffic citation with a court having conpetent jurisdiction over the
all eged offense or wth its traffic violations bureau. Upon the
deposit of the original or a copy of such traffic citation wwth a court
havi ng conpetent jurisdiction over the alleged offense or with its
traffic violations bureau as aforesaid, the original or copy of such
traffic citation may be disposed of only by trial in the court or other
official action by a judge of the court, including forfeiture of the
bail or by the deposit of sufficient bail with or paynent of a fine to
the traffic violations bureau by the person to whom such traffic
citation has been issued by the traffic enforcenent officer. Court
appearances for legislative nenbers shall be scheduled by the courts
sixty days after the end of legislative session. For the purposes of
this subsection, "legislative session" neans the regular session and
any special sessions.

(3) It shall be unlawful and official m sconduct for any traffic
enforcenent officer or other officer or public enployee to di spose of
atraffic citation or copies thereof or of the record of the issuance
of the same in a manner other than as required in this section.

(4) 1t shall be unlawful and official msconduct for any traffic
enforcenent officer or other officer to give preferential treatnent to
a notorist because of the person's career, stature, or political
affiliation. Article 11, section 16 of the state Constitution which
exenpts nenbers of the legislature from being subject to any civi
process during the legislative session does not cover traffic
infractions.

(5) The chief admnistrative officer of every traffic enforcenent
agency shall require the return to him or her of a printed or
el ectronic copy of every traffic citation issued by an officer under
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his or her supervision to an alleged violator of any traffic |law or
ordi nance and of all copies of every traffic citation which has been
spoil ed or upon which any entry has been nmade and not issued to an
all eged violator. Such chief admnistrative officer shall also
mai ntain or cause to be maintained in connection with every traffic
citation issued by an officer under his or her supervision a record of
the disposition of the charge by the court or its traffic violations
bureau in which the original or copy of the traffic citation was
deposi t ed.

((65))) (B6) Any person who cancels or solicits the cancell ation of
any traffic citation, in any manner other than as provided in this
section, is guilty of a m sdeneanor.

((66))) (7) Every record of traffic citations required in this
section shall be audited nonthly by the appropriate fiscal officer of
the governnment agency to which the traffic enforcenment agency is
responsi bl e.

~-- END ---
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